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- Guidance from Scotways suggested the path could meet the requirements of a right 
of way and this would take precedence over a zone of privacy.  Scotways indicated 
they would be willing to survey local people to support the creation of a right of way.   
A decision on whether to survey will be taken following the outcome of the residents 
vote on the locking of the gate.  BM/JL 
 

 

 

 

  
 
 
   
 
  

























 
1. Current Access Issues for Discussion 

 
1.1.  Astley Ainslie Hospital – Rights of Way 
1.2. River Almond Walkway, Upstream Extension. Defence Estates 
1.3. Ratho Park Golf Course, Signage & curtilage around clubhouse 
1.4.  Sandport – Access restrictions update 
1.5. Planning Query – Core Paths & Public Rights of Way. Procedure for temporary 

Closures & Permanent Diversions. 
1.6. Dog restrictions in parks (Gardner’s Crescent/  
1.7. Dalmeny Station (Cycleway) bridge replacement – Network Rail 

 
 
Astley Ainslie –  
 
West Court – Similarities & Summary 
This position was arrived at by the forum based on a consideration of 
your submission to the group, the results of the questionnaires and a 
review of correspondence received from West Court residents.   
 
Examples of evidence in support of uncertainty include, written 
submissions from residents that the gate had gone through periods of 
closure, questionnaire results indicating usage on a permissive basis 
(not a right of 
way) and questionnaire results (approx 80 received?) indicating users 
being challenged by residents.  These points, while not conclusive, 
established sufficient doubt with the forum for it to recommend only 
that there is a stateable case for a right of way but it would not be 
in the public interest to pursue it further.  As indicated below, this 
does not prevent a private court action which potentially could 
recognise the route as a right of way. 
 
 
Further to your enquiry, Edinburgh's Local Access Forum at its meeting 
of 29 March 2012 reviewed the issue of a right between West Court and 
Ravelston Wood and it was the opinion of the Forum that: 
 
There is a stateable argument that a public right of way has been 
established.  However, what is less clear is whether the route has been 
obstructed by local residents and whether it has been used openly and 
peaceably for over 20 years.  Due to the uncertainty of the evidence 
and the divide this has caused in the community it would not be in the 
public interest to pursue the establishment of a public right of way 
given the uncertainty over the outcome and the potential cost.  This 
position does not however prevent an individual or group from taking 
action, via the Court's, to have the route vindicated as a right of 
way. 
 
I appreciate this is not the answer you were hoping to receive but 
thank you for your efforts and for taking the time to speak to the 
forum and I wish you well with any future endeavour. 
 
Scotways Information 
How is a right of way established? A right of way is established 
through the collection of sufficient evidence to show that the route 




















