35708 Edinburgh Slavery Consultation
The recent Consultation regarding Edinburgh Slavery closed on 19 January.

Under the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) anyone answering should be
provided with a transparent and clear privacy notice which explains how their data will be
processed. This was not provided.

No option was available to keep personal information confidential. Answers and comments
with identifying details could be made available through information access requests.

Do you agree that the consultation process failed in its legal requirements to comply with the
GDP Regulations?

No.
If not, why not?

All activities using the Consultation and Engagement Hub have the same terms of use,
which are posted on the site, and set out how the Council will use any information which is
supplied through the site. This can be viewed under the Terms of Use - City of Edinburgh
Council - Citizen Space, through the following link:

https://consultationhub.edinburgh.gov.uk/terms and conditions/

The Council will not publish personal identifying information (in this case the names, e-mail
addresses and post codes) of individuals taking part in this, or any, consultation. Where any
information is requested under Freedom of Information legislation, the Council takes all
reasonable care to comply with the Data Protection Act 2018 to ensure that no identifying
information about individuals is shared.

If an individual is unhappy with how the Council is processing their personal data, they
should make a complaint. Details on how to do this are on the Council’s website at:

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/managing-information/privacy/7

The Consultation included the following —

Edinburgh Council are seeking views on “...monuments, buildings, street names and other
features ...” stating “...We would like to know your view on whether features known to be
linked with slavery or colonialism should be considered for removal...”

The Consultation goes on to list “...James Buchanan Memorial, Dean Cemetery...” and also
“... Grave of Agnes Maclehose (1759-1841), Canongate Kirk...”

Were views being sought on whether to take any action within graveyards or gravesites?
If not, what was the purpose of seeking views on specified graves?

The process, remit and aims of the independent review are detailed on the Council’s
webpages at:

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/edinburghslaverycolonialism
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