
33549 Gully Cleaning Rolling Programme 

“The city’s gullies are cleaned following a rolling programme” 

Please provide the full details of the rolling programme mentioned in your online statements 

including a full listing of streets and the frequency they are due to be cleaned. 

The gullies are programmed on a two-yearly basis irrespective of street. In addition, there is 

a select number of “Sensitive gullies” which are attended twice a year around July and 

November, ahead of historical flooding and leaf fall periods. This represents approximately 

3% of the network’s gullies. 

The gullies are organised on pre-determined routes which reflect the challenges with access 

to the gullies and include, road speed and Traffic Management requirements, parking 

restrictions and high-use times. For example, gullies on the A90 need to be scheduled with 

high speed traffic management, areas of high parking need to be issued with TTROs and no 

parking signage. This means that not necessarily every gully will be attended in the same 

street at the same time, particularly on longer streets such as Queensferry Road or areas of 

variable parking. 

There is also a number of private gullies around Edinburgh’s streets that are not owned or 

maintained by the City of Edinburgh Council. 

Please provide a breakdown of streets which have been cleaned since January 2021 or 

earlier if available.  

Please refer to the following attached spreadsheet: 

33549 Gully - Streets Inspected Jan - Aug 2021 

Please note that streets are not necessarily cleaned on a street basis but on a route basis 

owing to speed variations, parking restrictions and a number of other factors. The list is from 

January 2021 onwards. 

Please provide listing and breakdown of the budget available to carry out the drain clearing 

programme on a yearly basis. 

2021/22 Budget - £700,000. 

Provide budget spend each financial year on the drain clearing programme. 

The amount spent in the last two financial years is as follows: 

2020/21 Spend – £639,373.32 

2019/20 – spend - £734,590.01 

 


