
Summary of the Communal Bin Review Integrated Impact Assessment: 
 
The IIA highlighted that the delivery of corralling together with overarching Communal Bin review 
programme will bring several positive impacts such as: 

 
• Consistent bin location due to the demarcated area and corralling.  

• Easier access to the bin hubs and the recycling service. 

• Decluttering of pavement by moving the bins from the pavements to the road (where 

possible). 

• More efficient and safer collection service. 

However, some negative impacts were identified and measures to mitigate them are being 
implemented as part of the work to deliver the project: 

 
• Communal bins are not easily accessible to wheelchair users due to their height.  

o Mitigation measure: Assisted waste collection service readily available.  
• Communal bins do not have a tactile way of being identified by people with visual 

impairments. 
o Mitigation measures: Consistent bin layouts, bin lids/apertures are different for each 

bin. Braille stickers on the side of the bins (currently being considered).  
• Lack of dropped kerbs for nose end layouts.  

o Mitigation measures: Parallel layouts close-by, assisted bin collection.  
• Pavement obstruction by communication campaign materials. 

o Mitigation measures: Lamppost wraps will not be used. Instead, A4 signs will be 
installed avoiding any pinch points.  

• Bin hubs and corralling may be hard to see for some users.  
o Mitigation measure: A road safety audit will be carried our prior to construction and 

both the bins and corralling will have installed high visibility and/or contrasting 
reflective tape to make the units more conspicuous to reduce the risk of an accident 
or tripping.   

• Loss of parking spaces.  

o Mitigation measure: It is envisaged that the overall improvements of the scheme at 

these locations will mitigate these small loses. 

• Negative aesthetical impact when installed in certain areas (i.e. City centre, historic buildings 

or within the World Heritage area).  

o Mitigation measure: We are working with Edinburgh World Heritage and relevant 

stakeholders to assess the impact and find mitigation measures as required. 

Including relaxation of some of the criteria to locate bin hubs (i.e. walking distance, 

pavement on the same side of the property) and a different corralling style and finish. 

 


