Date 26" July 2021

Hibernian FC

Easter Road Stadium Our Ref

12 Albion Place

Edinburgh EH7 5QG Your Ref
Dear Sir,

Application for Capacity Exemption

Easter Road Stadium

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 As amended by The Health Protection
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland)
Amendment (No. 30) Regulations 2021)

| refer to your application on behalf of Hibernian Football Club for Capacity
Exemption in respect of the above premises.

You were notified of the Council’s decision in respect of this application by emails
dated 6™ July 2021 and DATE

Please now find below formal intimation of the decision in respect of your application
and reasons for same.

Yours faithfully

Regulatory Services Manager



Application for Capacity Exemption

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 as amended by The Health Protection
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland)
Amendment (No. 30) Regulations 2021

1.

Background and written materials considered

The application was considered by means of the Council’'s agreed scheme of
delegation. The written materials considered were -

1)

2)

3)

Application for Capacity Exemption submitted by Hibernian Football Club
dated 23 June 2012 in respect of two football matches to be held at Easter
Road Stadium -

a) Hibernian FC v Arsenal FC (13 July 2021); 5928 persons to attend

b) Hibernian FC v Mons Calpe Sports Club OR Santa Colomba (22 July 2021)
9412 persons to attend

Submission document for up to 5000 supporters in Easter Road Stadium
accompanying application.

Scottish Government Coronavirus (COVID-19) stadia and live events guidance for
Local Authorities and Events Planners first published 14" May 2021. Supplemental
guidance issued by the Expert group of Environmental Health and Trading
Standards Chief Officer Societies of Scotland issued 15 July 2021.

Council officers’ assessment of the application and outcome
a) Fixture on 13" July 2021

The application was initially assessed by Council services, partner agencies
and the applicant on 28 June 2021 at an EPOG (Events Planning and
Operation Group) meeting convened by the Council. Thereafter the applicant
submitted further supporting information on 30 June 2021.

Officers recommended that a dispensation be granted to 2000 spectators
attending subject to social distancing measures being adhered to. This was
consistent with the advice of the EPOG, Regulatory Services and the statutory
guidance. It also reflected the current concern about prevalence of the virus
and high case numbers in Edinburgh.

b) Fixture on 22" July 2021



The application was initially assessed by Council services, partner agencies
and the applicant and the application together with additional material
provided by the applicant was discussed at a meeting on 15" July 2021.

Officers recommended that the application be approved in part to allow the
spectator numbers to increase from 2000 to 4706, subject to the venue
ensuring 1m social distancing guidance and subject to compliance with other
mitigations as set out in the relevant statutory and additional supplementary
guidance. Officers recommended that the Council not approve the request for
a further increase to 9734 spectators. Officers recommended that the
approval in part be subject to the following conditions —

1. only home supports will be allowed to attend and the club shall take
all reasonably practical measures to ensure that the limits of 15
people from 15 households meeting outdoors shall be complied
with failing which a strict 1m social distance must be adhered to.

2. That any stand to which supporters have access to will have a full
football stadium safety certificate as issued by the Council.

. Legal Powers used to come to a decision
a) Fixture on 13" July 2021

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 As amended by The Health Protection
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland)
Amendment (No. 30) Regulations 2021)

Schedule 3 Part 4, Regulations Numbers 16 and 17

b) Fixture on 22 July 2021

The Health Protection (Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local
Levels) (Scotland) Regulations 2020 As amended by The Health Protection
(Coronavirus) (Restrictions and Requirements) (Local Levels) (Scotland)
Amendment (No. 32) Regulations 2021)

. Council Decision

a) Fixture on 13" July 2021

Application approved in part with capacity restricted to 2000 persons.

b) Fixture on 22 July 2021



Application approved in part with capacity increased from 2000 to 4706
persons subject to the conditions as recommended by Council officers.

5. Reasons for Decision

a) Fixture on 13 July 2021

The Council considered the terms of the application and supporting
documentation submitted by the applicant.

The Council also noted the outcome of the assessment of the application as
advised by the Council’s Regulatory Services Manager which confirmed the
officers’ recommendation and highlighted the following: -

1. The requirements of the Regulations and the relevant statutory
Guidance which had been issued by Scottish Government setting out
that the maximum number of spectators for any match until 18 July
2021 be capped at 2000.

2. The overall COVID case numbers in Edinburgh were generally
increasing and there was therefore a general threat to public health

3. The Council’s Incident Management Team had been consulted and
supported the recommendation.

4. The EPOG and Regulatory Services were satisfied that the measures
proposed in the application were enough to mitigate risks from
allowing no more than 2000 people to attend

5. Police Scotland had been consulted and had no objections to the
proposed approach

Accordingly, whilst acknowledging the extensive efforts made by the applicant
to ensure all steps had been taken to comply with Scottish Government
Guidance and the willingness of the applicant to engage with the Council’s
EPOG process, the Council accepted the recommendation of officers and
determined that it could not approve the application in relation to the fixture
scheduled for 13" July 2021 for the number of persons sought.

However, the Council was satisfied from the information provided by the
applicant and from the recommendation made by officers that it wold be
appropriate to approve the application in part for that date.

The application was therefore approved for a capacity exemption to increase
the number of persons in attendance from 500 to 2000 persons.

b) Fixture on 22" July 2021



The Council considered the terms of the application and supporting
documentation submitted by the applicant.

The Council also noted the outcome of the assessment of the application as
advised by the Council’s Regulatory Services Manager and determined to
accept the officer recommendations and approve the application in part on the
following grounds -

1.

The requirements of the Regulations and the relevant guidance which
has been issued by Scottish Government and the need to ensure a
safe, gradual return to larger capacities as expressed by Scottish
ministers and clinical leads.

. The expert group on environmental health and trading standards has

issued additional guidance recommending a graduated approach
based on 1m social distancing until 8 August 2021 starting at 50% of
the capacity that the stadium can hold whilst ensuring 1m distancing.
Thereafter increasing at 25% intervals for subsequent matches if
evidence suggest it remains appropriate.

The overall COVID case numbers in Edinburgh are generally
decreasing but nevertheless remain very high and therefore a general
threat to public health remains.

The Council’s Incident Management Team have been consulted about
this cautious approach to events with large crowds whilst the situation
remains fragile.

The Council’s Public Safety team and Regulatory Services are
satisfied that the measures proposed in the application are sufficient to
mitigate risks from allowing no more than 4706 people to attend.

Police Scotland have been consulted and have raised no concerns
with this approach.





