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Request for the costs of the current gull-proof bag and recycling box systems for rubbish 
clearance, collected from doorsteps, in those streets which currently employ gull-proof bags 
(GPBs) compared to proposed systems which require fixed installations, new equipment and 
revised collection rotas. 
 
It has been estimated that the current cost of the gull proof bags (GPBs) service is approx. 
£80,436 per year. The cost includes the vehicle and the collection crews (drivers and 
loaders). 
 
This has been calculated estimating the days of collection per year to service residents with 
gull proof sacks. 
Gull proof sacks are collected on a weekly basis, Tuesdays (half day), Wednesdays (full 
day) and Thursdays (half day) for a total of 104 equivalent days a year. 
 
It has been estimated that the current cost of the recycling red box service is approx.. 
£40,218 per year. The cost includes the vehicle and the collection crews (drivers and 
loaders). 
 
This has been calculated estimating the days of collection per year to service residents with 
red box service. 
Red recycling boxes are collected on a fortnightly basis, Mondays (full day) and Fridays (full 
day) for a total of 52 equivalent days a year.  
 
We are unable to provide information on the proposed systems for comparison as the details 
of the implementation are still to be agreed.  
 
Some of these costs are capital expenditure and some running costs: please distinguish and 
explain how capital will be depreciated. 
 
The capital cost to implement the bin hubs will include the cost of corralling, bins and bin 
housings. Working with the Edinburgh World Heritage, we are investigating different types 
and colours of corralling and bins to minimise the visual impact of the bin hubs. This might 
have an impact on the capital cost associated with the delivery of bin hubs. 
 
Capital expenditure related to the acquisition and capital maintenance of Bin Hubs is 
depreciated on a straight-line basis over 5 years 
 


