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In the public engagement on low traffic neighbourhoods, the Council references, “evidence from 
similar schemes shows that LTNs do not simply shift traffic from one place to another. 
Instead…see an overall reduction in the number of motor vehicles on the roads…observed in 
various road schemes around the world”. 
 
Please can you provide the source(s) that substantiate this comment? 
 
The quote is taken from engagement materials explaining the proposals for our Corstorphine 
Connections and Leith Connections projects. The section quoted is within the Frequently Asked 
Questions section of each of the project materials as shown below. The content provides links 
to sources of various sources of information on the impact of schemes that reallocate road 
space or change traffic operations on overall traffic levels. 
 
“Will the scheme mean traffic is shifted on to other streets? 
 
In the short term there may be a slight increase in displaced traffic to other roads and the 
Council will be monitoring this and taking appropriate actions to minimise this. The scheme is 
fully in line with the Council’s policies to prioritise active travel and public transport whilst trying 
to reduce the number of private car trips, which are a key source of congestion and pollution. 
 
Evidence from similar schemes shows that LTNs do not simply shift traffic from one place to 
another. Instead, we see an overall reduction in the numbers of motor vehicles on roads, as 
people reduce the number of car journeys they make, take different routes, and replace some 
vehicle journeys with walking, cycling or public transport. This is known as ‘traffic evaporation’ 
and has been observed in various road schemes around the world”.  
 
These are the links to further materials with information and evidence: 
 
https://londonlivingstreets.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/2017-08-23-wv-report-final.pdf 
 
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-
neighbourhood-design/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design-
contents/design-guide/all/5-a-guide-to-the-evidence-around-low-traffic-neighbourhoods 
 
 
There are various sources of evidence available including the concept of modal shift, levels of 
car ownership and traffic evaporation. Some particular source of evidence and further reading 
can be found here: 
 

• Proceedings of the Institution of Civil Engineers, Disappearing traffic? The story so far 
• The Impact of Low Traffic Neighbourhoods and Other Active Travel Interventions on 

Vehicle Ownership: Findings from the Outer London Mini-Holland Programme | 
Published in Findings (findingspress.org) 

• Eltis The Urban Mobility Observatory - Gent's Traffic Circulation Plan 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/city-mobility-plan-1
https://londonlivingstreets.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/2017-08-23-wv-report-final.pdf
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design-contents/design-guide/all/5-a-guide-to-the-evidence-around-low-traffic-neighbourhoods
https://londonlivingstreets.files.wordpress.com/2019/07/2017-08-23-wv-report-final.pdf
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design-contents/design-guide/all/5-a-guide-to-the-evidence-around-low-traffic-neighbourhoods
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design-contents/design-guide/all/5-a-guide-to-the-evidence-around-low-traffic-neighbourhoods
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/for-professionals/infrastructure/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design/an-introductory-guide-to-low-traffic-neighbourhood-design-contents/design-guide/all/5-a-guide-to-the-evidence-around-low-traffic-neighbourhoods
https://nacto.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/disappearing_traffic_cairns.pdf
https://findingspress.org/article/18200-the-impact-of-low-traffic-neighbourhoods-and-other-active-travel-interventions-on-vehicle-ownership-findings-from-the-outer-london-mini-holland-programme
https://findingspress.org/article/18200-the-impact-of-low-traffic-neighbourhoods-and-other-active-travel-interventions-on-vehicle-ownership-findings-from-the-outer-london-mini-holland-programme
https://findingspress.org/article/18200-the-impact-of-low-traffic-neighbourhoods-and-other-active-travel-interventions-on-vehicle-ownership-findings-from-the-outer-london-mini-holland-programme
https://www.eltis.org/discover/case-studies/gents-traffic-circulation-plan-belgium

