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13.6 On-street parking places 

13.6.1. An on-street parking place is that part of the highway set aside for parked vehicles. This might be an 
uncontrolled lay-by or parking area at the side of the main carriageway, or it might be part of a road 
(including a lay-by) subject to controls imposed by a traffic regulation order etc. A controlled parking place is 
usually indicated by a parking bay which is a defined area marked on the carriageway where vehicles should 
be parked. An exception might be where an entire road is designated as a parking place and entry signs 
indicate the restrictions that apply. 

13.6.2. A standard parking bay is prescribed as diagram 1028.4 (S7-4-6, see Figure 13-25). The design of 
the bay is flexible in that the marks and gaps forming the boundary may vary in length and number; the 
boundary line may also be continuous (see Appendix B for Northern Ireland). The permitted variants allow 
the size of the bay to meet the requirements for it to be used by disabled badge holders, thus replacing 
diagram 1028.3 prescribed by the 2002 Regulations. The bay may also be divided into individual parking 
spaces for single vehicles; these may be echelon format, thus replacing diagrams 1032 and 1033 prescribed 
by the 2002 Regulations, except that the transverse marking at each end of the bay is now a single line and 
not a double line. The required or permitted variants applying to the size and layout of the white bay marking 
are set out in S7-5-2 and summarised below: 

a) A bay reserved for disabled badge holders (whether or not reserved for other users) must have a length of 
at least 6600 mm. The width of the bay must be at least 2700 mm (or at least 3000 mm when placed in the 
centre of the carriageway) except in a case where,  

 
on account of the nature of traffic using the road, the overall width of the carriageway is insufficient to 

accommodate a bay of that width. 
b) The bay may be divided into individual spaces by either a broken or continuous white line with a minimum 
width of 50 mm. These spaces may be within a bay that is parallel to the edge of the carriageway (see 
Figure 13-26) or they may be inclined at any angle (including 90°) to form an overall bay in echelon pattern, 
in which case the boundary furthest from the edge of the carriageway may be parallel to the carriageway 
(see Figure 13-27). 
c) Individual spaces parallel to the carriageway must have a minimum length of 6600 mm when reserved for 
disabled badge holders and a minimum length of 4500 mm in any other case. There is no maximum length. 
This will be determined by the type of user and size of vehicle. 
d) The length of the largest rectangle that can be accommodated within an echelon space must not be less 
than 4200 mm. The width of each space must not be less than 3600 mm when reserved for disabled badge 
holders and not less than 2000 mm in any other case. 
13.6.3. As an alternative to the white road marking, contrasting bays may be used (see Appendix B for 
Northern Ireland). The area available for parking is indicated by either block paving or coloured road surface, 
varied in pattern or colour. The bays must stand out from the surrounding parts of the road and any adjoining 
bays, so that drivers are clear about where to park and which restrictions, if any, apply. Block paving is 
unlikely to be suitable for bays with legends, unless it is only the bay itself and not the whole road that is 
block paved. In such cases, legends that are outside the bays will be applied to that part of the road surface 
that is not block paved. 
13.6.4. The normal width of the lines outlining parking bays is 50 mm. A width of 75 mm might be considered 
to give greater emphasis or to reduce maintenance, or to 100 mm to accommodate the use of paving blocks 
in block-paved areas. The transverse line may be omitted where the marking is placed in a lay-by or where 
the end of the bay is delineated by a raised kerb (S7-5-7). 
13.6.5. Where the parking or loading restriction applies at all times and is fully described by the road marking 
legend, the upright sign may be omitted. 
13.6.6. Depending on the use of the bay, the legend shown in diagram 1028.4 may be varied or omitted 
(S7-5-1). The legend is marked outside the bay so that it can be read by a passing driver and not obscured 
by parked vehicles. The letter height may be any size between 350 mm and 700 mm. It should be consistent 
for any particular bay and ideally the same size for a run of bays within the same street. The 350 mm height 
is likely to be suitable for most situations, particularly for individual spaces in echelon pattern (see Figure 
13-27). A larger size might be more appropriate where greater emphasis is required, such as on a wide road 
or where the speed limit is 40 mph or above. The legend may be repeated along the length of the bay as 



appropriate (S7-5-10). It is recommended that the legend is repeated at intervals of about 12 m (on both 
sides of a bay that is in the centre of the carriageway). A bay to diagram 1028.4 without any legend and 
which is not in a controlled parking zone does not require an order (Schedule 7 General Direction 1); in this 
case any order will be associated with an upright sign. The use of legends is dealt with under the various 
topics below. 
13.6.7. A bay laid adjacent to the road edge should be designed so that neither it nor any associated legend 
overlaps the centre line road marking. A centre line should not be interrupted alongside bay markings. If 
conditions allow, it may be moved away from the geometric centre of the carriageway to permit traffic to 
pass a row of parked vehicles without crossing the centre line. Lane lines should not be interrupted but may 
also be realigned if practicable. 

 
Where two bay markings, associated with different conditions, are sited next to each other there should 
normally be a gap of about 100 mm between them. If adjacent bays would normally have different widths, 
the greatest width should be adopted for all to avoid a potentially confusing stepped edge. 

The angle of echelon parking spaces should be chosen to suit the available road width. When not at right 
angles, it is recommended that the spaces are angled so that drivers are required to reverse into them. This 
is safer than reversing out, when visibility might be restricted by adjacent parked vehicles.  
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13.11 Disabled badge holder parking 

13.11.1. Disabled badge holders may usually park on single or double yellow lines for up to three hours in 
England and Wales; in Scotland there is no time limit. In Northern Ireland, although the three-hour limit 
applies, parking is not permitted on yellow lines within 15 m of a junction. Disabled badge holders may not 
wait where there is a ban on loading or in a few areas where local schemes apply. They might also be 
exempt from limits on parking times or parking charges imposed on other users. Where there is a high 
demand for parking or where vehicles regularly load and unload on yellow lines, the provision of parking 
bays for disabled badge holders might be advantageous. Such bays are generally wider than ordinary 
parking bays, are not normally time limited and encourage disabled badge holders to park in the most 
appropriate locations. However, a maximum length of stay may be imposed where it is necessary to ensure 
the availability of parking for disabled badge holders at popular locations. The time limit should not be less 
than 3 hours where this might encourage disabled badge holders to park on an adjacent length of road with 
a prohibition of waiting (but not loading). 

13.11.2. The upright sign indicating parking places reserved only for disabled badge holders includes the “P” 
symbol prescribed by S4-4-2, together with the blue badge symbol and legend prescribed by S4-5-4. The 
blue badge symbol always faces to the right, even when the sign incorporates an arrow pointing to the left. 
Where the bay is for the exclusive use of disabled badge holders, the appropriate legend is “Disabled badge 
holders only”. The times of operation may be included on the sign; outside these times any vehicle may park 
in the bay unless signs and markings indicate otherwise. Examples of upright signs are shown in Figure 13-
36. 

13.11.3. Disabled badge holder bays are often provided near facilities such as shops, doctors’ surgeries and 
railway stations. However, there might be a need to provide bays that enable disabled people to park close 
to their homes in areas that either have parking bay provision for other road users (permit or otherwise) or 
where there are no parking controls but kerb space is often fully occupied by parked vehicles. Where other 
disabled badge holders are likely to deprive a resident of the use of the space, a resident permit holder bay 
should be considered, with the permit issued only to the designated person. In this case the legend on the 
upright sign is “Disabled badge holder only” and a permit identifier as described in 13.9.3 and 13.9.4. An 
example sign is shown in Figure 13-37 (note that the disabled badge identifier may alternatively come after 
the word “only”).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
The bay marking to diagram 1028.4, when provided for disabled badge holders, must have the minimum 
dimension set out in 13.6.2. The marking may include the legend “DISABLED” or “DISABLED ONLY”. 
Where the bay is reserved for a designated person, an alphanumeric identifier (same as that on the upright 
sign) may be added after “DISABLED”, e.g. “DISABLED D123” or “DISABLED D123 ONLY”. 

 


