
32851 Vigils at Abortion Clinics 

The survey form (sample attached) didn't specifically ask if respondents felt 'very 

uncomfortable' or if they supported 'civil rights'. 

Who reached these conclusions, and what methodology was used? 

Was it the Council or NHS Lothian? 

The survey was developed in partnership between NHS and The City of Edinburgh Council. 

The information/statements within the survey responses were drawn into themes and views 

with the greatest concentration of consensus. A summary and conclusions were developed 

from the collective statements recorded within the samples provided. 

Would it be possible to have a copy of the 54 survey responses you hold? 

The Council worked collaboratively with the NHS however the survey, the sample 

questionnaire, responses and associated data are the ‘property’ of NHS Lothian therefore 

your request should be redirected to NHS Lothian for copies of the 54 responses collated 

over April, May and June 2019.  

Guidance on requesting information from NHS Lothian is included on their website at: 

https://org.nhslothian.scot/FOI/Pages/default.aspx 

Why was part of only part of the survey used? Why not report the full survey? 

The survey and the results were not the primary areas of interest where related to the Policy 

and Suitability Committee Report presented on Tuesday 23 February 2021. The report used 

the survey as a ‘sample’ of views expressed. It is also the case that when presented, the 

committee report had reference only to survey responses collated between April to June 

2019. The Council were not aware at the time of the committee that NHS Lothian had 

continued the survey exercise, which concluded in October 2019. This was highlighted in the 

June 2021 Policy and Suitability Bulletin. Please refer to the link provided in A4 below. 

Why were the survey results held for 2 years before being brought to Council? 

The survey in its totality was not intended to inform a dedicated, subject specific Council 

committee report. The survey was created to inform a working group, created to ascertain 

the views of those visiting the Chalmers Centre whilst protesters where present.  

This is covered within the June Policy and Suitability Business Bulletin at: 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s34669/Item%206.1%20-

%20Business%20Bulletin%20-%2010%20June%2021.pdf 
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