
32643 Personal Data Sharing with UK Home Office 

Request regarding Data sharing of Personal Data with the UK Home Office for Immigration 

Purposes. Regarding data sharing of personal data between your agency and the UK Home 

Office during the period of 25 May 2018 to the present (26/05/2021). 

More specifically, I would be interested in: 

Whether your agency has entered any formal agreements or memoranda of understanding 

(MOU) with the UK Home Office governing the circumstances in which you would share 

personal data of individuals for immigration enforcement? 

If so, please provide a copy of the agreement or MOU. 

The City of Edinburgh Council has not entered into any formal agreement or MOU of this 

nature with the Home Office. 

The City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) is a subscriber to NRPF Connect 

(https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/nrpf-connect), a central database through which information 

is shared with the Home Office. The database enables subscribing Councils to record case 

numbers and costs, undertake immigration status checks against Home Office Records and 

seek updates on outstanding immigration applications. CEC routinely uses this database to 

record information on people with insecure immigration status and No Recourse to Public 

Funds (NRPF) who it supports under Children’s or Social Work legislation. 

Whether your agency has an internal policy or guidelines outlining the duties of your agency 

regarding data sharing with the UK Home Office, and the processes for responding to a 

request from the UK Home Office to share personal data that you hold. 

If so, please share the policy document or guidelines. 

The City of Edinburgh Council does not hold a stand-alone policy or guidelines on this issue. 

Data is shared via NRPF Connect in accordance with its user guide. 

Has your agency ever shared personal data of individuals with the UK Home Office? 

If so, please indicate the number of incidents, and whether data sharing occurred with or 

without individual consent, divided, if possible, into calendar or fiscal years? 

Has your agency ever shared personal data of individuals with the UK Home Office for 

immigration purposes? 

If so, please indicate the number of incidents, and whether data sharing occurred with or 

without individual consent, divided, if possible, into calendar or fiscal years? 

Yes, the City of Edinburgh Council routinely shares information on people with insecure 

immigration status and no recourse to public funds who it supports with the Home Office via 

NRPF Connect. People are made aware of this before they decide whether or not to accept 

NRPF support from the Council. The number of applicants for Council support recorded on 

NRPF Connect by year is as follows: 

2014 - 34 main applicants and 68 dependants 

2015 - 28 main applicants and 56 dependants 

2016 - 24 main applicants and 42 dependants 

https://www.nrpfnetwork.org.uk/nrpf-connect


2017 - 31 main applicants and 16 dependants 

2018 - 35 main applicants and 3 dependants 

2019 - 43 main applicants and 30 dependants 

2020 - 58 main applicants and 42 dependants 

2020 - 16 main applicants and 15 dependants 

Has the Home Office ever requested data on an individual or on an individual’s immigration 

status, or about your work with specific groups of individuals, for immigration enforcement 

purposes. from your agency? 

If so: 

a. How many times has the Home Office requested this type of information? 

b. Have you complied with the requests? If so, how many times? If not, could you state the 

reasons? 

c. Do you have a policy document or guidelines outlining your legal duties and the relevant 

process for responding to such requests (if different from the one requested above, please 

provide a copy of this document) 

d. Please share the document/file/email containing the request from the Home Office. If that 

is not possible, please state the type of information requested and any subsequent actions 

expected from your staff? 

a. The Home Office has submitted 73 requests to the Information Rights Team in relation to 

individuals.  

b. All requests were complied with. 52 full responses have been issued. Information was 

generally not held for the remainder. 

c. These requests have been made and processed under Data Protection legislation and 

The Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002. 

d. Requests are generally for address checks or occupancy checks of residential and 

commercial premises. The Information Rights team are expected to ensure the validity of the 

request under Data Protection legislation then coordinate the location and provision of 

relevant recorded information held. 

Have you discussed within the agency the possibility of a UK Home Office request for 

personal data of individuals for purposes of immigration enforcement, the duties of staff in 

sharing/providing data to such a UK Home Office request and/or complying with relevant 

requests? 

If so, please share the minutes, email correspondence, notes, documents or other relevant 

information linked to these discussions. 

The Council holds no information on any discussion about this issue. 


