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Request for information regarding barriers placed at the closure points at the Craiglockhart 
and Colinton Dell Areas. 
 
You asked for sight of your maintenance inspection logging record for every barrier that has 
been placed for each area of closure since placing, including times and dates of the 
inspections and the findings. 
 
In addition, every piece of data that you have regarding every barrier ever placed in the area 
at any time including barriers that have been removed or are still on site. 
 
Dates, times, findings and any actions taken please. 
 
Please see the attached document containing four sheets (one for each year).  This shows 
the dates which the closure barriers at the Pipeline Bridge and Colinton Dell Footbridge were 
checked, the initials relate to the member of staff who carried out these checks.  There are a 
few gaps on the 2019 sheet, and these were where checks carried out but not recorded. The 
blacked out cells indicate that the checks were not required that week.  Checks of closure 
barriers and signage are carried out regularly, the intervals for such checks are reviewed on 
occasion and decisions made on how often each check is required. 
 
When checks are undertaken, if barriers are unsecure these are re-secured, if signage is 
missing this is replaced.  If barriers are moved out of position, whenever possible these are 
put back in place and re-secured at the time of check, if for any reason this is not possible, a 
request is made for assistance to re-instate the barriers and secure them – this request is 
prioritised and work is carried out the same day whenever possible.  We do not keep records 
of each incident where a barrier is re-secured or signage is replaced, this work is carried out 
as part of the checks or shortly after if further assistance is required. 
 
The pipeline bridge was closed on 5th December 2018, initially with heras fencing.  The 
closure was then augmented with metal palisade fencing in March 2020, we are unable to 
find an exact date for this.  Once in place the heras fencing was no longer required for the 
closure however, this was left within the closed area as we thought it may be required at the 
time of works to install a new bridge. 
 
The path at the north end of the pipeline was closed on 18th February 2021, initially with 
orange plastic barriers from colleagues in Roads.  These were then changed to mills barriers 
the week commencing 8th March 2021 (we are unable to find an exact date but can confirm 
it was that week), and the orange plastic barriers were removed from site on 16th March 
2021. 
 
The Colinton Dell Footbridge (located parallel to Redhall Weir) was closed on 3rd October 
2019.  This was initially closed with mills barriers, secured with chains and padlocks.  Due to 
vandalism and the risk of the public continuing to use the bridge, this was augmented with 
the installation of a robust timber barrier which was installed the week commencing 27th 
April 2020, (we are unable to find an exact date but can confirm it was that week). 
 
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide you with the specific detailed information you 
requested as the time and expense involved in complying with this request would be 
regarded as excessive and falls into the category of a “manifestly unreasonable” request. 
 
You asked for every piece of data that we have regarding every barrier ever placed in the 
area at any time. Our Natural Heritage Officer has identified that they hold approximately 
738 emails which may contain information which would be in scope of your request. Each of 



these emails would need to be checked for relevance and the data then collated into a 
response. 
 
Based on an average of 5 minutes per document, it is estimated this process would take 
61.5 hours to complete. Providing the information could only be done by diverting a 
disproportionate quantity of the Council's resources away from other essential core 
operations, with a significant negative impact on the Council's ability to carry out its 
functions.  
 
 


