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Request regarding the ‘Spaces for People’ road layout changes for the following roads: 

 

Minto Street/ Mayfield Gardens/ Craigmillar Park and Causewayside/ Mayfield Road 

 

For these roads please supply a copy of the following in relation to the ‘Spaces for People’ 

layout modifications: 

 

Design guidelines/standards used when planning the changes 

 

Design guidelines and standards that were used are the Edinburgh Street Design Guidance 

(https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/local-development-plan-guidance-1/edinburgh-design-

guidance) and the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2016 

(https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/traffic-signs/1).  

 

Plans for the design of the modifications including details of swept paths, lane widths, 

junction geometry etc. 

 

Please find plans attached. These are currently being updated to reflect the as-built situation 

as changes have been made due to feedback.   

 

Before and after traffic flow analyses including traffic displacement to neighbouring areas 

 

Due to the urgent nature of the Spaces for People programme, specifically trying to help 

reduce the spread of covid-19 by providing additional space so people can physically 

distance, traffic flow analysis was not undertaken. Any measures that are introduced are 

routinely reviewed to determine their value against the national situation and if further 

changes are required, comments from the public are considered as part of this process.  

 

Risk analysis covering the impact of the changes on all road users (I do not require a 

construction risk assessment) 

 

Risk assessments were provided in response to a previous request for information under 

reference 32481. These are publicly available on our website at the following link: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/homepage/10467/freedom-of-information-foi-disclosure-log. 

Once on this page you can search by keyword or reference number.  

 

Schedule of works for the reinstatement of the previous layout 

 

A public consultation on the retention of Spaces for People measures has been carried out 

and a decision on the future of Spaces for People Schemes will be made at the Transport 

and Environment Committee in June. The decision will be based on consultation results, 

independent market research, a review by technical officers and consideration of how well 

such changes fit with the Council’s long term transport policy objectives. A budget has been 

set aside to the value of £877,000.00 for the removal of any measures. 

 

Annual maintenance requirements 

 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/local-development-plan-guidance-1/edinburgh-design-guidance
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/local-development-plan-guidance-1/edinburgh-design-guidance
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-pavements/traffic-signs/1
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/homepage/10467/freedom-of-information-foi-disclosure-log


We are unable to split these costs for each individual measure as there are different 

elements of the maintenance using both internal and external contractors. The current 

overall maintenance costs for all the Spaces for People measures is £145,512.02. 

 

Audit of how this scheme reduces Covid transmission. 

 

The scheme offers an alternative to people who do not feel comfortable to use public 

transport during the pandemic. The creation of segregated cycle lanes on the 2 corridors 

provides the opportunity to cycle under safer circumstances than before (safety is an 

important reason for people to either travel by bike or not). Cycling offers an alternative to 

walking and to using public transport, which also helps to aid physical distancing. Cycling 

also offers an alternative for the car, which means a reduction of emissions, which are a 

cause of respiratory diseases, which in turn increase vulnerability to Covid-19.  

 

General benefit/detriment analysis broken down by user groups including road users, 

pedestrians, local businesses and residents etc. 

 

We do not hold this information. The primary objective was to create additional space so 

people can physically distance to help reduce the spread of a worldwide pandemic. 

 

Further information has been published on our website at the following link: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/spaces-people-1 

 

 

 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/spaces-people-1

