
From: Magdalena Holek
To: Southfield House
Cc: ; David Strachan
Subject: RE: Heras Fencing Problems on Ellen"s Glen Road
Date: 13 April 2021 09:48:00

Dear 
 
After receiving your email, the Council’s Inspector went to check the problem first thing in the
morning. The Heras Fencing  was observed to be securely in place and functioning as a barrier. In
our opinion Heras Fencing is a reasonable, industry standard and safe solution in situations like
the one on Ellen’s Glen Road. The Heras Fence was erected by the Council after the boundary
wall between Southfield House and Ellen’s Glen Road collapsed in February 2020, solely to
maintain safety of the public traversing the road of Ellen’s Glen Road. It is not intended to act as
a security barrier preventing ingress onto your property by unauthorised third parties.  
 
While the Council understands your concerns, we do not view your suggestion of anchoring  the
fence to the road surface as a viable or safe alternative.  Anchoring will damage the existing road
and will not prevent the fence from being pushed over or falling due to further acts of vandalism.
From a safety perspective, it might even create more hazard for the public if it is vandalised. The
provision of Heras Fencing  is only a temporary solution on the grounds of safety and Council has
no resources to erect or construct  anything more permanent, where the retaining wall is not
owned by the Council.
 
As you are aware in November 2020 a Statutory Notice was served to the responsible parties to
rebuild the wall. The Council has extended the validity of these notices twice, most recently until

30th June 2021 to allow time  for the issue to be  resolved and wall rebuilt as soon as possible by
the joint owners of the wall.
 
If the vandalism occurs again, then  the Council  strongly recommends you contact the Police.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Magdalena Holek I EUR ING FEANI I Engineer I Structures and Flood Prevention I Place
Development I Place I City of Edinburgh Council I
Level G4, Waverley Court | 4 East Market Street | Edinburgh, EH8 8BG I Tel: 0131 469  or

 I E:  magdalena.holek@edinburgh.gov.uk
 
I work on compressed hours Monday-Thursday
 
From: Southfield House  
Sent: 31 March 2021 11:19
To: Magdalena Holek <Magdalena.Holek@edinburgh.gov.uk>
Cc: 
Subject: Heras Fencing Problems on Ellen's Glen Road
 
Good Morning Magdalena
 
I am sorry to bother you but the problem outlined below is causing much concern and stress for
us at Southfield House.



 
 has previously had email correspondence with you regarding the

Heras fencing and unfortunately we are having further problems.
 
Virtually every day the fencing is kicked in by youths who then enter the glen area over the fallen
wall and proceed to throw/push wood/stone into the burn. To date  have
tried to reinstate the fencing, some of which has been pushed into the glen area from the road.
We are concerned that an accident may occur and wondered if the fencing could be anchored to
the road and firmly linked section-to-section as has been seen elsewhere.
 
The police have been informed on a number of occasions during the past year.
 
I would appreciate it if you could reappraise the situation as the problem with the youths is
becoming more frequent and it is becoming more difficult to keep the fence in place.
 
Kind regards
 

 (Southfield House Residents Association)
 
 
 
 




