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I would like copies of the risk assessments for the Spaces for people project 

 

Some of the risk assessments were provided in response to a previous request for 

information under reference 29000. The information is available on our disclosure log at the 

following link: https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/homepage/10467/freedom-of-information-foi-

disclosure-log. 

 

Please find further information attached. 

 

What qualifications did those carrying out the assessments have 

 

The council officers or their consultants have the relevant experience, knowledge and 

qualifications required to perform their duties in a professional manner.  

 

What legislation was used to pass this project as to the planning system 

 

Details of the Roads legislation and the Planning legislation are provided below along with 

an explanation of the use of Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TTRO) in this case: 

The management and control of the road network is one of the key responsibilities of the 

Council in its role as Roads Authority. Where the Council determines a need to make 

changes to the management or control of a road, there are legislative requirements not only 

in terms of what the Council can do, but there are also requirements in terms of the 

processes that must be followed to bring about those changes. 

 

Where changes are required that would alter how roads are used, the Council as Roads 

Authority operates under the terms of a range of legislation. That legislation determines the 

legal processes that have had to be followed in order to bring about the proposed changes. 

Whilst in normal circumstances the Council is able to comply fully with the appropriate 

legislative requirements, the current lockdown situation has made this either more difficult, or 

in some cases impossible, to comply with certain aspects of those requirements. 

The Coronavirus (Scotland) Act 2020 recognises this and has created provisions that are 

designed to allow some aspects of these legal processes to continue under lockdown, albeit 

with certain stipulations. 

 

Where temporary measures might necessitate prioritising mixed-use road space for walking 

or cycling, councils may use Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders (TTRO) in the event there 

is a danger to the public. In this case, the immediate danger is the risk of the transmission of 

infection and the need to mitigate that risk as a matter of urgency. 

 

Section 14 (1) of the Road Traffic Regulation Act (RTRA) 1984 allows the Roads Authority to 

produce TTROs in certain circumstances. These can be in place for up to 18 months for a 

road or carriageway or six months for a footpath or cycleway. The relevant procedure 

regulations place a requirement on the Council to notify, but unlike a TRO, it cannot be 

objected to. 

 

A link to Transport Scotland Guidance on Temporary Traffic Regulation Orders and Notices 

follows: 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/47432/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-on-temporary-

traffic-regulation-orders-and-notices.pdf 
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The Roads Scotland Act 1984  

Please see Section 1 (1) of the Roads Scotland Act 1984 at the following link: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1984/54/section/1 

 

In terms of the Planning legislation, the installation of the cycle defenders was permitted 

development under Class 30 of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 

Development) (Scotland) Order 1992, as detailed below. 

Please see the Schedule 1,  Part 12, Class 30 of the Order at the following link: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/1992/223/contents/made 
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