
32004 Early Learning and Childcare Funding 

Information relating to an additional year of early learning and childcare funding decisions re 

delayed admission to primary school for children born after the school start date in August to 

December 31st. 

This request applies to the following years: 2019/2020, 2020/2021 and 2021/2022 (this 

year's applications). 

Specifically, I want to know, in detail, the process(es) that was followed to assess 

applications and the exact criteria / scoring system that was used to determine whether 

funding was granted. 

A scoring system is not used to assess applications. A formal process is in place to enable 

applications to be considered by professionals from the Early Years and Primary sector as 

well as Psychological Services. This group reviews each individual application, considering 

all supporting evidence provided, including the views of the parent and the child’s early years 

setting. 

As part of this review, the panel considers the information provided regarding the child’s 

social and emotional development, and any other factors which may impact on their 

progress within a Primary 1 setting, e.g. significant developmental delay or speech and 

language delay.  

Medical health issues which may impact on a child’s progress are also considered, e.g. a 

condition which has led to frequent hospital stays.  

The panel also reviews the plan provided by the early years setting, and considers what the 

nursery feels are the main areas of concern regarding the child’s development and learning, 

what they are currently doing to support the child and what they would plan to do if the child 

has another year in nursery.  

Where a nursery supports a request for an additional year at nursery, the panel expects the 

nursery has followed council procedures in relation to ‘Getting it Right for Every Child’ 

(GIRFEC) and will include GIRFEC paperwork to support the application, e.g. records of 

Child Planning meetings and reports from other professionals supporting the child, e.g. 

Clinical Paediatrician reports, Speech and Language Therapy, or Occupational Health. 

The assessment panel will consider if the information contained within the application 

demonstrates evidence of an additional support need(s) that will be better supported in a 

nursery environment or a Primary one setting. 

If the panel concludes that the evidence provided demonstrates the child’s needs can be met 

in a Primary one setting, the parent is notified by letter of the decision not to grant an 

additional funded year at nursery. 

Parents can appeal this decision, and a separate panel is held to consider any appeals. This 

panel reviews the original information along with any additional supporting evidence that 

may not have been available to the original assessment panel. 

However, in 2020/2021, the panel was unable to meet in March/April due to the pandemic 

therefore all applications submitted by the cut-off date were granted as the panel were 

unable to meet to assess the applications. 

I also want to know what score or criteria were necessary for funding to be granted? 



As outlined above, a scoring system is not used and each application is reviewed individually 

by a professional panel from Early Years and Primary sector, as well as Psychological 

Services. 

 


