
31922 Dog Fouling and Littering 

What is the Council’s policy on tackling these issues? 

The Dog Fouling (Scotland) Act 2003 makes it an offence not to immediately remove the 
dog’s fouling from any public open place. 
 
Anyone observed by the Street Enforcement Officers failing to immediately pick up after 
their dog has fouled will be issued with an £80 Fixed Penalty Notice. Alternatively, a Fixed 
Penalty Notice can be issued by the Street Enforcement Officers on the strength of two 
independent witness statements to the offence. The £80 Fixed Penalty Notice is payable 
within 28 days whereby it will increase to £100 for a further 28 days. Should no payment be 
received after 56 days, a report can be submitted to the Procurator Fiscal for consideration. 
There are also exceptions to the offence such as a blind person in charge of a dog being 
used for that person’s guidance, a disabled person with a physical impairment who is in 
charge of a dog trained to assist that person with any such impairment, a person in charge 
of a dog being used in emergency rescue work, or a person in charge of any dog being 
used on official duties by a member of Her Majesty’s Armed Forces and Police Scotland. 
 
The Environmental Protection Act 1990, section 87 states "If anyone throws down, drops or 
otherwise deposits in, into or from any place to which this section applies, and leaves 
anything whatsoever in such circumstances as to cause, or contribute to, or tend to lead to, 
the defacement by litter of any place to which this section applies, he/she shall be guilty of 
an offence." As an alternative to submitting a report to the Procurator Fiscal, anyone 
observed by the Street Enforcement Officers committing a littering offence can be given the 
opportunity of discharging any liability to conviction for that offence by payment of an £80 
Fixed Penalty Notice. The offender is given 14 days in which to pay the Fixed Penalty 
Notice. If it is not paid, he/she can subsequently be reported to the Procurator Fiscal. Police 
Officers are also authorised to issued Fixed Penalty Notices for littering offences. 
 
When did the Council last fine someone for dropping litter or not picking up dog’s dirt? 
 
The last Fixed Penalty Notice issued for dog fouling was on 21/01/2020. The last Fixed 
Penalty Notice issued for littering was on 30/11/2020. 


