
31839 Retaining Spaces for People Measures 

Were there any discussions with either members of the Council, the Council’s officers or 

Sustrans that related to the retention of the Retaining Spaces for People Measures before 

they were implemented? 

The Spaces for People update report is available on our website at:  

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s30973/Item%207.1%20-

%20Spaces%20for%20People%20Update%20Jan%202021%20v2.pdf 

This was presented to the Council’s Transport and Environment Committee on 28th January 

2021 and covers the potential retention of Spaces for People measures (see 

recommendation 1.1.4, paragraph 2.2 and paragraphs 4.30 to 4.33). Prior to the report 

submission, there was discussion around the issues covered in it between Council Officers, 

with the Convener and Vice Convener of the relevant Committee, and with Sustrans (around 

eligibility for funding). Spaces for People Measures have continued to be implemented after 

28th January. 

Your assistant Victoria Baillie, and Mr Lings were adamant that leaflet drops had occurred to 

most of the residents in the affected areas as part of the consultation, well now having 

checked this statement out with both residents and businesses we find that this statement is 

totally inaccurate. 

Can you please furnish me with the number of residents in both the George Street and 

surrounding areas as well as the Traquair Park area that have responded to the consultation 

process? 

For the avoidance of doubt, I do not mean organisations like Sustrans etc. I mean local 

residents and businesses alike. 

During our most recent public engagement exercise for the George Street and First New 

Town Public Realm Project, 654 responses were received with regards to our on-line survey. 

In addition, 2,500 leaflet drops were made to local residents and businesses inviting them to 

engagement workshops with over 90 in attendance. 

Can you advise as to who prepared the Retaining Spaces for People Survey, as having seen 

this it appears to be overly complicated, and if I was being cynical, one could be drawn to the 

conclusion that it was prepared in this way to prevent people responding. 

The Consultation Hub survey on retaining Spaces for People was prepared by Council 

Officers. Efforts were made to ensure that the survey was as easy as possible to 

understand, whilst allowing people to give views on an appropriate range of questions.   

Can you confirm as to whether the Pedestalisation of George Street and surrounding areas 

was ever subjected to a Traffic Impact Analyses, a Traffic Regulation order (TRO's) or Retail 

impact assessment and if so, I would like to share in the findings. 

The George Street and First New Town Public Realm Project has recently reached 

conclusion of the Concept Design Stage. During the next Design Stage (Stage 3) statutory 

processes will commence which will include preparation of Traffic Regulation Orders to 

support the scheme. George Street forms of key component of the Council’s wider plans for 

the City Centre as detailed in the Council’s City Centre Transformation Strategy, published 

on our website at: 

www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-travel-parking/city-centre-transformation 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s30973/Item%207.1%20-%20Spaces%20for%20People%20Update%20Jan%202021%20v2.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s30973/Item%207.1%20-%20Spaces%20for%20People%20Update%20Jan%202021%20v2.pdf
http://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/roads-travel-parking/city-centre-transformation


Traffic modelling was undertaken in developing the Strategy which included George Street. 

Was Queen Street subject to either a traffic impact analysis or a (TRO's)? 

I presume it would have to be, as the diversion of all the streets affected by the proposed 

pedestrianisation plan onto Queen Street must have serious consequences. 

As per Q4 above, traffic modelling was undertaken as part of the Council’s City Centre 

Transformation plans. There are currently no TRO’s in place for Queen Street. 

Can you advise as to whether the Council’s own Traffic Management Team were consulted 

as part of these proposals, or was it once again down to Sustrans? 

The Council’s Traffic Management Team are continuously consulted on city centre 

transformation proposals including George Street and the First New Town. Specialist traffic 

modelling consultancy expertise, where deemed necessary, had also been secured to inform 

the development of George Street and First New Town proposal. 


