
31768 Review Authorities 

The following request encompasses the independent Review underway of Edinburgh's 

Slavery and Colonialism legacy in the public realm, and the Museums & Galleries Edinburgh 

collections: 

Please provide any list or review/report/survey of locations, objects and structures the 

organisation has produced with links to searchable terms: 

• Slavery, colonialism, empire/British Empire, racism, white supremacy, Black Lives Matter, 

decolonising 

A PDF format for this list would be preferred if possible. 

A summary of features, some of which may be linked with slavery or colonialism in 

Edinburgh’s public realm, was submitted to the Edinburgh Slavery and Colonialism Legacy 

Review Group in December 2020 for their initial consideration. This list featured as part of 

the response to information request 30877 which can be viewed on the Council’s Disclosure 

Log at: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/homepage/10467/freedom-of-information-foi-disclosure-log 

Please enter ‘30877’ in the ‘Search’ field. 

What material do you hold which entails a review/reappraisal/redisplay/alteration of items in 

relation to slavery, empire, colonialism or the Black Lives Matter movement? 

And to be provided with this review material/list of items highlighted in relation to these 

above issues. 

Museums & Galleries Edinburgh (MGE) regularly reviews and changes the way collections 

are displayed and referenced across its venues. This is an integral part of the curatorial role, 

ensuring information is up to date, and keeping collections information and presentation 

interesting and accessible to contemporary audiences.  

MGE actively collects contemporary material to makes sure that the collection remains 

relevant and representative of the city’s cultural, social, community and industrial life in the 

present day. The Service has a long tradition of collecting protest and reform material and 

has recently collected a number of placards used by campaigners in the Black Lives Matter 

protests which took place in Edinburgh over the summer of 2020. This collection is in the 

process of being formally accessioned and so a full inventory is not yet available, however a 

selection can be viewed on the Capital Collections website at: 

https://www.capitalcollections.org.uk/view-item?i=51168&WINID=1622030171306 

More widely, the Service holds a small number of items with direct or indirect links to slavery, 

colonialism and empire. These include books and Gollys (or representations of Gollys) 

featuring in the Museum of Childhood collection; a snuff box, sugar tongs and a salt cellar 

featuring in the Museum of Edinburgh collections (though they cannot be linked to any 

specific individuals with slave trading connection) and an Urn Table by Gillows and Co. 

which is part of the Lauriston Castle collection. This furniture making company in Lancaster 

is now known to have participated in the slave trade. Curatorial staff will be researching this 

history further as part of a pilot decolonisation project currently being planned, and any new 

information found will be added to collection catalogue records for future reference. 
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