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Request for information held by the City of Edinburgh Council, including emails, letters, 
minutes of meeting, notes, and associated information showing or tending to show that 
Council officials and employees involved in assessing planning applications have a general 
policy of approving major rear and side extensions in relation to planning applications if they 
do not impact on the character of the house. 
 
As a planning authority, we receive a large amount of applications that involve major rear 
and large rear extensions. There are a number of planning teams that are potentially 
involved in such proposals. Given the number of planning applications that this request 
potentially involves combined with the number of planning officers who have been involved 
in such works; it is considered that this request is manifestly unreasonable. For example, 
one officer's e-mail folders have in excess of 5,000 e-mails which would need to be carefully 
checked as well as other forms of written communications i.e. notebooks, Teams. This 
process would also have to involve in excess of 25 planning officers who have also been 
involved in such applications. The time involved across the planning service would be 
significant and unreasonable. 
 
I would also like to receive information held by the Council showing or tending to show that 
officers hold the view that the Council will allow major side and rear extensions if they do not 
impact on the character of the house. 
 
I would also like to receive information held by the Council showing or tending to show that 
officers hold the view that the Council will allow support rear extensions in general. 
 
The Edinburgh Local Development Plan and the non-statutory Guidance for Householders 
outline the material planning considerations when assessing and determining planning 
applications relating to house extensions. As a professional planner, any case officer or 
team manager must abide by these policies and guidance and the report of handling for 
each application outlines compliance with these requirements. 
 
As outlined above, the time involved in checking officer's e-mails to ascertain that 
information would be manifestly unreasonable. 
 
The number of planning applications in each of the past 5 years that have involved rear and 
side extensions. I would wish to know in relation to how many of these applications privacy 
concerns were raised by neighbours. I would wish to know how many such applications were 
refused on the basis of neighbour privacy objections. 
 
This request relates to 1000s of planning applications. The Council IT system does not allow 
a report to be run which would capture the search criteria outlined in this request. Any 
search ability is limited by the information that can be pulled through the system.  
 
Such a request would involve checking in excess 8,000 applications to check whether they 
involved rear and side extensions; and the individual representations where made to see 
what issues were raised. It considered that this request in unreasonable given the level of 
work involved. However, the planning weekly list outlines all the planning decisions and it is 
possible to cross reference this information with the Council’s planning portal. From this 
publicly available information, it would be possible to find out this information as a member of 
the public by checking the report of handling and the representations submitted. 
 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/localdevelopmentplan
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/27026/for-householders
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/planningweeklylists
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/planningcomments

