
31582 School Breakfasts 

Do you fund school breakfast provision in your council area? 

Primary Schools: The City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) provides funding for School 

managed breakfast clubs only, they do not provide funding for breakfast clubs delivered by 

commercial providers, social enterprises and organisations with charitable status. 

Special Schools: Some central funding is provided as part of ‘breakfast provision’ - a soft 

start to the school day. 

Secondary Schools: No central funding is provided. 

If so, can you please tell me the number of schools you provide for, and differentiate 

between the number of Primary, Secondary and Special Educational Needs (SEN) schools? 

Primary schools: 49 school managed breakfast clubs receive funding.  

Special schools: 8 special schools receive a small amount of funding towards their breakfast 

provision at the start of the day. Due to the complexities around pupils’ health needs, special 

schools tend not to deliver ‘traditionally delivered’ breakfast clubs and instead offer breakfast 

as a soft start to the day.  

Secondary Schools: Not applicable 

Do you partner with any other external organisations (i.e. charities, catering companies etc.) 

to deliver this? 

If so, can you tell me who you work with please? 

Primary Schools: We work with charities and organisations who wish to realise their 

corporate social responsibilities through the CEC breakfast club programme. These include: 

Corporate partners: AEGON, Aberdeen Standard and Turner and Townsend. 

Organisations with charitable status: Magic Breakfast and Greggs Foundation. 

Some schools have their own local arrangements such as Fareshare, small local businesses 

and supermarkets. 

Secondary and Special Schools: Some schools may provide soft start to the day/ breakfast 

club for some pupils and have their own local arrangements such as Magic Breakfast, 

Fareshare, small local businesses and supermarkets. Some of these are part of the school 

day for pupils who require additional support. 

Do you have any eligibility criteria for which schools you support? 

Primary Schools: They manage and deliver their own breakfast clubs  

Special Schools: Not applicable 

Secondary Schools: Not applicable 

Are breakfasts provided free of charge, or is there a cost? 



Primary Schools: To help with the sustainability of the breakfast club programme, some 

schools have implemented an affordable charge for attendance at their breakfast club. Some 

schools choose not to charge for attendance, this tends to be schools with a higher 

demographic of children in SIMD deciles 1 – 4 across their school community. All CEC 

funded breakfast clubs offer a percentage of places at no cost to children where a ‘need’ has 

been identified. 

Special Schools: Not applicable 

Secondary Schools: Not applicable 

What eligibility criteria do you use to determine which children are eligible for free school 

breakfasts? 

Primary Schools: Eligibility criteria has been avoided to allow schools to provide the best 

support at the right time. The decision on the allocation of free places is at the discretion of 

the school management team as they understand the needs of their families best. 

Special Schools: Not applicable 

Secondary Schools: Not applicable 

What does your council’s breakfast model look like? If you could specify, I would be very 

grateful if you could tell me here how breakfasts are provided (i.e. grab and go; in the 

classroom; in the canteen before school starts; home packages etc.); during what times 

breakfasts are provided; and what foods are available at the breakfast clubs? 

Primary Schools: Breakfast clubs in Edinburgh are generally offered at the start of the school 

day between 7.30/8am - school bell. They are mainly delivered in the school dining hall or 

gym hall and where the children have access to outdoor space to play. 

In accordance with the nutritional guidance for food and drink in schools, children are 

offered: 

Milk and water (Although fruit juice is currently available, in accordance with the revised 

nutritional guidelines for food and drink in schools, fruit juice will soon be removed as an 

offer.) 

Toast, bagel, roll or other bread offer  

Spreads 

Cereal  

Fresh fruit 

Special schools: We do not have a model for breakfast clubs in special schools. 

Secondary Schools: We do not require secondary schools to provide a breakfast club and 

therefore do not have a model. 


