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What/who gives the City of Edinburgh Council (CEC) authority to fund the private estate 
Lauriston Castle Trust? 
 
CEC has a duty as a charity trustee to act in accordance with the provisions of the Charities 
and Trustee Investment (Scotland) Act 2005. Under the 2005 Act the general duties of 
charity trustees include: 
 
A charity trustee must, in exercising functions in that capacity, act in the interests of the 
charity and must, 
in particular –  
(a) Seek, in good faith, to ensure that the charity acts in a manner consistent with its 

purposes 
 
Under the Deed of Trust, the primary purpose of the trust is that the Castle and its contents 
be preserved for the use of the public in all time. As Lauriston Castle is open to the public 
(albeit only the grounds are currently accessible due to Covid-19 restrictions on access to 
the building) the primary purpose of the trust is being fulfilled. The Deed of Trust also 
provides that the whole expenses of management and administration should be met out of 
the income of Lauriston Castle Trust (LCT). However, the expenses of management and 
administration exhaust this income annually. Therefore, LCT relies on the resources and 
services it receives from CEC to further its purposes.  
 
Provision for the net operating cost of Lauriston Castle is therefore included in the Council’s 
revenue budget which is subject to annual approval by all elected members.  Approval of 
individual elements of expenditure, and accounting for relevant income, is governed by the 
provisions set out within the Council’s Finance Regulations. 
 
What specific terms/conditions applied. 
 
There is currently no written agreement in place between CEC and LCT relating to the 
funding or services provided by CEC. 
 
From what source(s), e.g Council Tax, have these funds come from. 
 
For the purposes of revenue budget-setting, the Council combines its three main sources of 
funding of General Revenue Grant, Non-Domestic Rates and Council Tax.  It is not therefore 
possible to attribute specific sums from each funding source to individual elements of 
expenditure.  
 
How much each year from each source going back 10 years. 
 
With the above caveat, sums provided through each source over the past ten years are as 
follows: 

 

 

Scottish 
Government 

Grants * 

Non-
domestic 

Rates 
Council 

Tax Total 

 £m £m £m £m 

2020/21 436.0 363.0 307.0 1,106.0 

2019/20 373.0 365.0 294.0 1,032.0 

2018/19 365.5 340.5 283.1 989.1 



2017/18 346.5 355.1 266.3 967.9 

2016/17 340.3 374.7 238.6 953.6 

2015/16 334.8 404.1 236.2 975.1 

2014/15 373.2 366.1 232.6 971.9 

2013/14 393.8 334.6 231.1 959.5 

2012/13 459.7 311.0 228.6 999.3 

2011/12 448.1 295.9 226.1 970.1 

2010/11 576.0 188.7 226.9 991.6 

2009/10 558.0 193.3 225.9 977.2 

 
* these amounts include ring-fenced grants that do not subsidise Lauriston Castle 


