
31433 Unauthorised Traveller Sites 

Council’s policy/procedure in dealing with unauthorised gypsy/traveller sites. 

In terms of Council documents, at the time the request was made, there were no such 

policy/procedures held. The Family and Household Support Service are currently 

undertaking a review of the following two documents which are obsolete and not currently in 

use: 

‘Multi-agency Gypsy Traveller Steering Group - Terms of Reference (version 22 May)’ 

‘The Management of Unauthorised Encampment Procedure (version July 2014)’ 

The review of these documents, which due to the on-going pandemic, remain in draft form 

and cannot be released. The review will include a practice guidance checklist (where 

notification of a new camp/site is provided) and the creation of a new reference group, to 

develop terms of reference, information sharing agreement and the creation of a multi-

agency strategy with a delivery target date of July 2021. 

The purpose of the Multi-agency Gypsy Traveller Steering Group (GTSG) is to coordinate 

and support activities aimed at improving the health and wellbeing of Gypsy/Travellers in 

Lothian.  

Context: The responsibility of the Gypsy Traveller Steering Group is to: 

• Engage with and involve Gypsy Travellers and Partners in order to develop and 
implement initiatives to improve health and wellbeing. 
  

• Support the development and delivery of awareness raising and training on Gypsy 
Traveller culture to staff in the public and voluntary sectors. 
 

• Ensure information on services is fully accessible to all Gypsy Travellers in Edinburgh 
and the Lothian. 

 

• Improve knowledge and understanding of Gypsy Travellers on health and other services, 
ensuring increased accessibility for those who have previously experienced barriers to 
accessing services. 

 

• Improve services to Gypsy Travellers who have not previously been in receipt of 
consistency of care and treatment. 

 

• Increase effectiveness of monitoring, review and reporting procedures to enhance 
service provision and uptake of services.  

 
The Gypsy Traveller Advisory Group dismantled in 2016, resulting from changes in Council 

structure, service provision and officer movement under the City of Edinburgh Council’s 

Transformational Change Programme. 

Prior to 2017, Work to support engagement with travelling groups and communities and the 

provision around unauthorised encampments was held and overseen by the Gypsy Traveller 

Reference Group (Services for Communities) and Health Steering Group, both of which 

were multi-agency in composition. 

How many times has the council applied to the Sheriff for an order to have people moved off 

council land in past 5 years? 



There have been seven applications in the period 01/02/2016 to 01/02/2021. 

 

 


