
31363 Pollution on St John’s Road 

Do you have any plans to limit pollution on St John’s Road in the next 5 years? 

If so, please advise what plans you have in mind. 

The Council reports on pollution levels across the City on an annual basis through the Air 

Quality Annual Progress Report which can be found on our website at: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/pollution/local-air-quality-management/1 

Where statutory pollution objectives are breached, the Council must declare an area an Air 

Quality Management Area (AQMA) and identify measures to improve air quality by having an 

Air Quality Action Plan (AQAP).  

The Annual Progress Report describes pollution monitoring data as well as progress on the 

Action Plan measures. 

A section of St John’s Road was declared an AQMA in 2006, due to breaches of the traffic 

related pollutant, nitrogen dioxide (NO2), as shown below; The AQMA was amended in 2009 

to include for breaches of the hourly-mean objective for NO2.  

 

A trend analysis of NO2 pollution data undertaken in 2020, shows concentrations are steadily 

declining, as below,  

The graph below shows NO2 Concentration Trends at the Continuous Monitoring Location at 

St John’s Road.  

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/pollution/local-air-quality-management/1


 

Measures defined in the Council’s Air Quality Action Plan 

(https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/22762/air-quality-action-plan) and in other 

Council policies have contributed to this improvement.  

In St John’s Road in particular, we have worked closely with Lothian Buses to ensure the 

bus fleet is of a decent standard. In 2018, the local Lothian Buses bus fleet became Euro VI 

emission standard (the best available diesel standard engine) along this corridor which was 

associated with a corresponding drop in concentrations.  

Although, the NO2 annual mean objective continues to be breached at St John’s Road, the 

2019 data was the fourth consecutive year in which less than 18 hourly concentrations 

greater than 200µg/m3 were reported. Therefore, the Council will amend the AQMA to 

remove this designation. 

Going forward, the council is obliged to continue with the measures in the Action Plan that 

will continue to reduce pollution concentrations. However, in 2021 there is also a 

commitment to update the Air Quality Action Plan for the pollutant NO2.  

A major feature of the new plan is likely to be a Low Emission Zone scheme for the City. 

Details of the preferred scheme will be subject to public consultation over the forthcoming 

summer and implementation is planned for next Spring (2022). Enforcement of a Low 

Emission Zone would commence after a grace period, which will not be any sooner than one 

year and no longer than four.  

Other measures will be considered for St John’s Road AQMA as a part of this review 

process.  

Once the Council has a Draft Air Quality Action Plan it will also undertake a process of public 

consultation, which will be widely publicised.  

Are there plans to minimise vehicle movement along St. John’s Road over the next 5 years? 

If so, please advise what you have in store. 

The Council has recently agreed and published a City Mobility plan for the City. It can be 

found on our website at: 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s31421/City%20Mobility%20Plan%20-

%20Combined%20v2.pdf 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/downloads/file/22762/air-quality-action-plan
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s31421/City%20Mobility%20Plan%20-%20Combined%20v2.pdf
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s31421/City%20Mobility%20Plan%20-%20Combined%20v2.pdf


The Plan forms a strategic framework for policies that work towards minimising vehicle 

movements in town centres, such as St John’s Road. For example, there are policies that 

will encourage less private vehicle use, such as extension of mass rapid transit and review 

of the bus network, to demand management policies such as pay as you drive schemes, 

parking controls and bus priority measures.  

The details on which measures will be applied to which areas are yet to be decided, however 

it is anticipated that the overall effect will be reduced vehicle use.  


