
31126 Trams to Newhaven: Impact on Constitution Street 

I would like to know what particular measures have been taken, if any, to assess the 

project’s impact on the people of Constitution Street, Leith, and their property during the 

construction phase and beyond. 

I write to request the following information. 

Risk of structural damage to private property from vibration during the construction phase: 

• Has this risk been assessed for Constitution Street property in particular? 

If so, by whom and when? What did the assessment conclude? 

• Please provide a copy of all risk assessments and associated data and reports pertaining 

to Constitution Street in particular to help me and other residents of Constitution Street 

assess this risk for ourselves. 

• What special measures, if any, have been recommended to minimise damage? What is the 

current status of those recommendations? 

Please refer to Page 18 of the Code of Construction Practice (CoCP) at: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/tramstonewhaven/downloads/file/208/construction-code-of-

practice-pdf- 

This highlights that the contractor will undertake the inspection of buildings and other 

structures. Where access is granted, an internal structural survey is undertaken on all listed 

buildings.  

A photographic record of buildings on Constitution Street was taken prior to the start of main 

construction works. Photographs taken from the outside of 69 Constitution Street are 

attached for your information (31126 Photographs). In addition, I have attached the internal 

survey that was carried out on 69 Constitution Street (31126 Condition Survey - 1 -102 

Constitution Street) 

Chapter 13 of the Environmental Statement is also attached for your information which 

focuses on noise and vibration (31126 Chapter13_Noise & Vibration) along with details of 

what the measure the Contractors need to comply with (31126 Contractor Scope). Finally, 

there is a review of chapter 13 of the Environmental Statement that was carried out in 2017 

for your information (31126 Edinburgh Trams - Environmental Statement Review Final). 

Risk of structural damage to private property from vibration caused by tram operations (i.e. 

post-construction): 

• Has this risk been assessed for Constitution Street property in particular? If so, by whom 

and when? What did the assessment conclude? 

• Has there been any assessment of the potential for risk of damage to private property to 

increase over time? 

• Please provide a copy of all risk assessments and associated data and reports pertaining 

to Constitution Street in particular to help me and other residents of Constitution Street 

assess these risks for ourselves. 

• What special measures, if any, have been recommended to minimise these risks? What is 

the current status of those recommendations? 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/tramstonewhaven/downloads/file/208/construction-code-of-practice-pdf-
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/tramstonewhaven/downloads/file/208/construction-code-of-practice-pdf-


Please find attached a report by Atkins, the City of Edinburgh Council’s design consultants, 

who have undertaken a review of the measures taken by the contractors with regards to 

mitigating against noise and vibration.  

31126 Edinburgh Tram Vibration and Ground-borne Noise Review 

Risk of statutory noise nuisance to Constitution Street residents due to tram operating hours 

(currently 05:00 - 23:30 seven days a week) and frequency (currently every 3 - 10 mins): 

• Has this risk been assessed? If so, by whom and when? 

• Please provide a copy of the risk assessment and associated data and reports to help me 

and other residents of Constitution Street assess this risk for ourselves. 

• What special measures, if any, were recommended to minimise this risk? What is the 

current status of those recommendations? 

Please find attached a report by Atkins, the City of Edinburgh Council’s design consultants, 

who have undertaken a review of the measures taken by the contractors with regards to 

mitigating against noise and vibration.  

31126 Edinburgh Tram Vibration and Ground-borne Noise Review 

Access to remedies and compensation to citizens adversely impacted by the project: 

• What provisions, if any, have been made by the City of Edinburgh Council to assist citizens 

who are unable to work or home-school their children due to the noise and vibrations caused 

by project-related activities? 

• What provisions, if any, have been made by the City of Edinburgh Council to assist owners 

of property damaged as a direct consequence of the project (whether during construction or 

subsequently)? 

Are these provisions without limit of time? 

All works are carried out in accordance with the Code of Construction Practice (CoCP), 

which forms part of the Tram Act 2006 that give the City of Edinburgh Council the powers to 

build the line. You can view the CoCP on the project website at: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/tramstonewhaven/downloads/download/89/construction-code-

of-practice 

If a homeowner feels that damage has been caused by the tram construction, they should 

highlight this through the project contact centre and the claim will be investigated. Once 

construction is complete, if a homeowner feels that damage has been caused as a result of 

tram operations, they should contact Edinburgh Trams directly who will investigate this. In 

discussions with Edinburgh Tram in relation to the Freedom of Information request, there 

have been no claims registered since the Airport – York Place line became operational in 

May 2014.  
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