
31118 Marriage Notices 

Can a legal notice of marriage to the council be altered, free of charge, once it has been 

submitted? 

Yes.  

What, if any, refund or compensatory policy does the council offer couples, whose wedding 

plans, as detailed on their legal statement, have been cancelled or postponed due to 

circumstances caused by the coronavirus pandemic (thereby nullifying their legal notice)? 

The fee of £30 per notice of intention to marry/civil partnership is normally a non-refundable 

statutory fee. However, from 23 March to 1 September 2020 inclusive all couples wishing to 

cancel their ceremony plans completely were refunded their full fee including the notice fee. 

Subsequently, National Records of Scotland (NRS) issued a statement to Local Authorities 

regarding the matter of refunds, taking into account the volume of additional work 

undertaken by Registration staff. It stated that it was now a matter for the individual authority 

to decide on any further refund policy on the statutory marriage notice fee going forward. 

How many legal notices of marriage did the council receive for the years 2020 and 2021, 

respectively, and in what years were these notices given? 

2020 2021 to request date 

1,700 157 

 

These figures only include notices ‘Lodged’ from 1 January – 31 December of each year. 

Data is not kept on notices lodged in prior years, e.g. a notice lodged in November 2019 for 

a marriage in January 2020 would be counted in 2019. 

How much money did the council earn from legal notices of marriage for the years 2020, and 

2021? Please give this amount in total, and also as a breakdown of the amount received in a 

given year, which contributes to this total. 

 2020 2021 to date 

Total £91,230 £8,940 

Grand Total £100,170 

 

How many of these legal notices of marriage for 2020 and 2021 respectively, were nullified 

due to cancellation, or change of wedding venue or date, caused by the pandemic? If reason 

for nullification is not given, please simply provide the number of nullified legal marriage 

notices for 2020 and 2021, respectively. 

134 cancellations. No notices were nullified.  

How many resubmissions of legal notices of marriage did the council receive from couples 

whose previous legal notice of marriage, for the years 2020 and 2021, were nullified due to 

the pandemic? If reason for nullification is not given, please simply provide the number of 

resubmitted legal notices of marriages, of those originally submitted for 2020 and 2021, 

respectively. 

None. 

How much money did the council receive from resubmissions of legal notices of marriage, by 

couples whose previous legal notices of marriage for the years 2020 and 2021, were nullified 

due to the pandemic? Again, if reason for nullification is not given, please simply provide the 



amount of money received from resubmitted legal notices of marriages, of those originally 

submitted for 2020 and 2021, respectively. 

Nil – all notices extended. 

How many legal notices of marriage did the council receive for the year 2019, and how much 

money did the council earn from these legal notices? 

Notices of marriage – 2,802 

Fees - £168,120 

How many resubmissions of legal notices of marriage did the council receive, from couples 

whose previous legal notice of marriage were nullified due to a change in wedding venue or 

date (originally planned for 2019), and how much did the council earn from these 

resubmissions? 

Note - By legal notice of marriage, I am referring to the notice of an arranged wedding that 

all couples must give to their local council, ahead of the ceremony. 

This information is not recorded. If couples require to cancel due to a reason out with their 

control (e.g. death of a family member) a request is automatically made to NRS for an 

extension to their notice period should the new date be just after the notice expired. Should 

this be granted by NRS, no further fee would be requested. 

 

 

 

 


