
EDIR 31040 response  

In regard to a desk study for a site located at Douglas House and Belford House, Belford 

Road, Edinburgh (please see a site location plan attached).  

 

From the historical records we have obtained, it appears the site was once part of a distillery 

and later a garage. I am wondering if you can please conduct a brief search of your records 

in relation to potentially contaminative past last uses within and in close proximity to the site 

area, and whether the site or sites within close proximity have been identified for 

prioritisation, or are likely under Section 57 Part IIA EPA 1990?  

A distillery was located on land on the site of interest and surrounding land to the north from 

at least the mid 19th century. Mews properties were located offsite to the north east from 

later in the 19th century. A garage was located on site and a wrought iron works was located 

offsite from the mid 20th century prior to the construction of Belford House and Douglas 

House. No further information is held in relation to contamination at this location.   

Due to the nature of the previous uses of the site and surrounding area, the land has been 

prioritised for inspection under Part IIA of the Environmental Protection Act 1990. The site of 

interest remains in commercial use and it is unlikely that such inspection will proceed in the 

near future unless information comes to light that would suggest that inspection is 

necessary. 

 

Are any private groundwater abstractions within 250m of the site? 

No records are held relating to private water supplies located within 250m sites however 

groundwater abstractions are regulated by the Scottish Environment Protection Agency 

(SEPA) who would therefore hold any such information. SEPA may be contacted at Sylvan 

House, 231 Corstorphine Road, Edinburgh, EH12 7AT 

 


