
31028 Escape of Water - Kirkliston Drains 

Date of incident: 05/12/2020 

We understand that our client’s insured suffered an escape of water incident on or around 4 

October 2020 from local authority owned drains located behind the insured’s property on 

Stirling Road B9080 nearby the M90 overhead. We understand that this was reported to you. 

We understand that our client’s insured suffered escape of water damage from the same 

drains on or around 5 December 2020 which caused extensive damage to property. 

A request for the following information: 

• All information/documentation relating to escapes of water from October 2020 – January 

2021. 

• All information/documentation commenting on the cause of any escapes of water from 

October 2020 – January 2021. 

• All repair and maintenance records to the drains serving Stirling Road B9080 from the M90 

overhead to the Kirkliston roundabout from October 2019 - January 2021. 

The City of Edinburgh Council were made aware of a flooding event on the B9080 Stirling 

Road over the weekend of 4th and 5th of October. Our on-call squads had been called out to 

close the road and they gave a verbal report that they could see no indication of where the 

water had come from and that once it stopped rising it then drained off through the road 

gullies. 

The road gullies were inspected the following week and all were found to be okay, as no 

defects were raised there is no written record of this. We were unable to identify the cause of 

this flooding but we were aware that there had been a nearby flooding incident to the rear of 

properties in Kirklands Park Grove caused by an issue with the drains on the M90. We do 

not maintain this, so we contacted Transport Scotland by e-mail. They advised they had 

simply cleared out an existing system to sort this. 

We were again called to a flood here on the 5th of December. On this occasion the water 

flow was enough to have lifted a manhole on the north side footway next to the M90 

overbridge. Subsequent investigations identified this as being part of a pipeline taking the 

surface water from the M90 to the drainage ponds on the west side of the B9080 and is the 

responsibility of Transport Scotland, not the City of Edinburgh Council. It was found that the 

outlet from their pipe at the ponds was blocked and causing the water to back up and 

discharge onto the B9080 Stirling Road. Although the Council Road Gullies were working, 

they are not designed to take this volume of discharged water from the motorway network. 

Again, once the water flow from the motorway subsided the flooding cleared through the City 

of Edinburgh road gullies, demonstrating that they were fully functioning. 

For clarity the M90 drains are the responsibility of Transport Scotland as are the ponds and 

the drainage line that was blocked. 

We have attached a number of e-mails from Council staff to staff working for Transport 

Scotland and their contactor Bear Scotland. 

We would point out that one of the e-mails from a Bear Scotland staff member suggests that 

our gullies had a cap on the outlet and that would restrict them. We are somewhat surprised 

at this as the caps they mention are in fact for a rodding point and not the outlet. These caps 

are meant to be there to stop foul smells coming out and the outlet is below this. These caps 

are designed to be there and do not affect the performance of the gully. 



In summary, the City of Edinburgh Council roads drainage was operating as designed on 

both occasions, to deal with normal surface water falling on the City of Edinburgh Council 

carriageway. The council’s drainage network is not expected or designed to deal with a 

discharge from the separate motorway network. On the 5th of December we were able to 

identify that the surcharging manhole was associated with the motorway network and 

highlighted this to Transport Scotland’s contractor immediately. They, thereafter, put in place 

remedial actions. 

All e-mail correspondence and attachments in relation to this matter are attached. 

 


