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Information regarding abuse of children in Howdenhall Assessment Centre around 1969. 
 
The information you have requested relates to information the City of Edinburgh Council has 
submitted to the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry. This information was provided to the statutory 
Inquiry as part of a legal process. The Inquiry is ongoing, and they have yet to publish the 
Council’s submission. Putting this information into the public domain at this time, could not only 
prejudice their work, but we are prohibited from doing so as per the Inquiry’s restriction order. 
As stated in the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry’s General Restriction Order, ‘The Chair has 
concluded that it is conducive to the Inquiry fulfilling its Terms of Reference to issue a restriction 
order and makes this order so as to protect their identities’. This restriction order means it is not 
permitted to disclose and or publicize documents or evidence provided, given or produced to 
the Inquiry. And as per the Inquiry’s Factsheet – sharing applicant’s evidence, including 
allegations, everyone must obey the restriction order, and to breach it is considered very 
serious. With the Chair of the Inquiry having the power to bring court proceedings against 
someone breaching this order. Therefore, as the Council is prohibited from providing you this 
information, we are unable to fulfil your request.  
 
You can find more information regarding the Scottish Child Abuse Inquiry on their website: 
https://www.childabuseinquiry.scot/faqs/ 
 
We have also considered the option of going through our records independently of our 
submission to the Inquiry for mention of abuse at Howdenhall, in order to fulfil your request. 
However, we have no unit records for the Howdenhall Assessment Centre, and the Assessment 
Centre Admissions Register, which lists children admitted to the Assessment Centre, doesn’t 
start until 1975. We cannot realistically estimate the number of children in the establishment in 
1969, nor locate records that may hold relevant information without names of those who were 
placed there at that time.  


