
28276 Social Distancing 

I’m requesting information covered by section 149 of the Equality Act 2010 (Equality Duty). 

Social distancing will impact on how public transport operates. 

Routes, stations, terminals and taxi ranks, pedestrian areas, etc. will presumably need to be 

redesigned to accommodate this. 

Please provide information not limited to e-mails, maps and other relevant documents that 

demonstrate how the local authority has considered/ is considering the needs of vulnerable 

groups in planning and implementing these changes. 

Please also provide information on the timeline for implementation of any changes. 

Please refer to the text below and to the following locations on the Council’s website: 

1. Policy and Sustainability Committee meetings on the 14th of May and 11th of June 
reports on Creating Spaces for Walking and cycling and Spaces for People Update 
respectively: 

 
https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=135&Year=0 

 
2. Spaces for People website –  

 
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/spaces-people-1 
 
In response to Covid-19, the Council is introducing temporary measures to make streets 
safe for walking, cycling and wheeling while observing physical distancing guidance. We 
also want to enable essential journeys and access to open spaces, while supporting 
businesses and public transport services as they return. 
 
On 14 May, the Policy and Sustainability Committee approved a package of suggested 

interventions to make it easier and safer for pedestrians and cyclists to move around the 

Capital. As well as providing extra space, the proposals recognise a rise in active travel 

since lockdown began and aim to facilitate this as the phased lifting of lockdown continues. 

The Council has been granted funding of £5m from the Transport Scotland Spaces for 

People fund, administered by Sustrans, to help deliver measures to achieve this. Any 

amendments to improve conditions for Public Transport passengers are being delivered 

through this programme. 

We have prioritised immediate temporary measures, including pop-up cycle lanes, road 
closures and widened pavements to improve safe access and provide benefits to public 
health. 
 
To manage restrictions on our roads the Council must use Traffic Regulation Orders (TROs). 
This can be a lengthy formal process and is not practical in the current situation. Due to the 
Covid-19 situation, we need to make urgent changes to pavements, pathways and roads to 
keep our residents safe and give them more space so they can follow the current Scottish 
Government’s physical distancing guidance. 
 
Under the Road Traffic Regulation Act (RTRA) 1984, we can in certain circumstances use 
temporary TROs (TTROs). These can be in place for up to 18 months for a road or 
carriageway or six months for a footpath or cycleway. TTROs have a simpler legal process 
and, unlike a TRO, are not subject to public consultation/objections. The Scottish 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=135&Year=0
https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/spaces-people-1


Government has identified Covid-19 as “a danger to the public” which is one of the 
circumstances when we can use TTROs to quickly introduce temporary measures. 
 
Due to the uncertainty over how long the current situation and related guidance will last, we 
cannot say how long these measures will be in place. 
 
We would normally engage with our communities when making changes to roads, 
pavements and pathways. But the need to put measures in quickly to protect the health and 
wellbeing of our residents and businesses is our priority just now, so we’re not able to follow 
a full engagement process. The Creating Safe Spaces for Walking and Cycling report, 
approved at our Policy and Sustainability Committee, sets out the notification process. 
 


