
28262 Revised European Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and 

Regional Life 

Request for information relating to the local authority and the Congress of Local and 

Regional Authorities of the Council of Europe's Revised European Charter on the 

Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life. 

My request for information is as follows: 

Does the local authority have a position on the implementation of the Revised European 

Charter on the Participation of Young People in Local and Regional Life? 

The charter sets out fundamental principles which are essential to ensure young people 

have a voice in services that are provided to them, and in wider society. The Council of 

Europe’s 2003 recommendations to member states for implementation of the charter’s 

principles have been fully accepted in Scotland but it should be noted that not all of these 

recommendations relate to powers and responsibilities devolved to Scottish Government or, 

subsequently, to local government – for example, the voting age at general elections. 

In Edinburgh, the Council encourages participation in associations, maintains engagement 

processes with young people both directly and with partner organisations, and promotes the 

importance of youth engagement to young people and to Council colleagues. The Council is 

committed to engaging and consulting appropriately with young people on issues that relate 

specifically to them, and to ensuring young people can participate in discussions on all 

subjects. The Council, as a provider of education services, also has a responsibility to 

educate young people on democratic systems and citizenship, which is delivered through the 

Curriculum for Excellence. 

It should also be noted that the landscape of engagement has changed significantly in 

Scotland since 2003, with Scottish Government requiring more of local government, and 

citizen expectations around participation changing. These additional requirements also apply 

to young people. 

Has the local authority referenced the Revised European Charter on the Participation of 

Young People in Local and Regional Life in any relevant documentation? 

No. 


