
28197 Maybury Road Study 

Regarding the Maybury Road Transport Feasibility Study (Draft): 

 

Part A - Context: 

 

The Report emphasises the need for a holistic approach to traffic planning and design. 

 

Please provide a list of work being undertaken in respect of traffic planning and management 

that may influence the future designs of Maybury Road and Barnton Junction? 

The principal focus of the Feasibility Study was the investigation of Road Safety, Active 

Travel and Public Transport improvements that could feasibly be introduced to a corridor that 

currently has limited infrastructure in these regards. We are aware however that the scale of 

the interventions considered within the study would have implications for other modes of 

transport utilising the corridor and therefore, commensurate with the project stage, all modes 

of transport were considered within the study, including traffic modelling of Barnton and 

Maybury junctions. If this project is incorporated into the Active Travel Investment 

Programme and taken into the subsequent design stages then further work will be 

undertaken to ensure that the implications for all modes of transport are fully considered for 

the corridor and the wider network. 

 

Part B - Data and Modelling: 

In the context of the importance that the community and wider stakeholders (e.g. bus 

operators) have confidence in the baseline data and subsequent modelling on which the 

proposals are based, and the need to understand why the modelling outputs do not reflect 

conditions on the ground as experienced daily (e.g. traffic queues, time delays): 

Please provide the following data, or indicate where data are unavailable, or no 

assessments have been undertaken – 

Estimates of current and future cycling demand, which underpin the proposals and support 

the scale of investment which will be required to achieve the several major active travel 

schemes in this vicinity (Maybury corridor, West Edinburgh Link, Maybury/Cammo green 

corridor)? 

High level discussions regarding cycling demand are included within ‘Chapter 2 Route & 

Surrounding Area Assessment’, however commensurate with the current technical feasibility 

stage of the project no detailed analysis of current usage or estimation of future demand has 

been undertaken. If the project is approved for further development more detailed baseline 

analysis and future estimations of the walking and cycling demand in the project area will be 

included in the scope. 

Cost/benefit analysis summaries of the proposals and the balance therein between 

provisions for different traffic modes? 

Commensurate with the current technical feasibility stage of the project no cost/benefit 

analysis or balance of expenditure against mode type has been undertaken for the 

project. The high-level cost/benefit of this project will be considered during the Active Travel 

Investment Programme review and subsequent decision as to whether to incorporate this 

project into the programme and continue the its development. 



Evidence that the modelling has taken account of increasing traffic demands from major 

development proposals in North West Edinburgh (e.g. Murray Garden Village, Gyle and 

Crosswinds proposals)? 

The Feasibility Study has undertaken some early modelling work with the committed 

developments taking access directly onto Maybury Road only. We are aware that further 

committed developments exist in the wider context, along with enhanced transport measures 

to support them. Further modelling will be undertaken during subsequent stages of 

development which, where appropriate, will include predicted traffic demands from all 

relevant and influencing developments in order to better inform and provide confidence in 

the proposals. 

Information which demonstrates that the Maybury model, against which the proposals have 

been tested, has been nested against the WETA model and data have been calibrated 

against local surveys, which, in the case of Barnton Junction, for example, take account of 

congestion beyond the immediate vicinities of each junction (e.g. peak period holding points 

between Dalmeny and Barnton and light controlled junctions from Barnton to Blackhall)? 

The Feasibility Study examines the dynamic capacity of Maybury and Barnton junctions, it 

has not examined the static capacity and the queuing space required beyond the junctions. If 

the project is taken forward for further development more detailed modelling on agreed 

concept designs will examine the static capacity and the queuing space required beyond the 

junctions. 

Data from the recalibration of the models to take account of reductions in capacity of 

extensive sections of Maybury Road by the introduction of bus lanes. 

As stated above the Feasibility Study has not examined the static capacity and the queuing 

space required beyond the junctions and it is currently assumed that any proposed sections 

of new bus lanes terminate at sufficient length from junctions so as to not impact upon the 

dynamic capacity of the junction. Should the project be taken forward, it would be the 

intention to liaise with public transport providers to determine their future aspirations for the 

corridor and ensure that any proposals take cognisance of their and other stakeholders 

feedback regarding the introduction of bus lanes on Maybury Road. 

 

Part C - Design Proposals and their Implications: 

Please provide: 

Information on why an option was not included to test the provision of a southward cycle 

path on the east side of Maybury Road. This has extensive lengths of grass verge which 

could accommodate segregated cycle and foot paths. 

Sections 4.2 to 4.6 of the report cover design standards, cross sectional analysis and spatial 

constraints, which identified that there are numerous pinch points where a bi-directional 

cycleway can only achieve a minimum standard. Two uni-directional (when compared to a 

bi-directional) cycleways would require a wider overall cross-section and this has not 

therefore been deemed to be achievable. Aligning the bi-directional route on the westside of 

the corridor was considered most appropriate as a large section of the proposed route is 

being delivered by the developer along the Maybury Road frontage of the committed Cammo 

development. 



Assessments of the impacts of closing Cammo Walk to vehicular traffic on the movement 

and safety of displaced traffic using the non-signalised Cammo Gardens/Maybury Road 

junction. 

Proposed alterations to Cammo Walk are being developed and delivered as part of the West 

Craigs committed development, and as such no additional assessments have been 

undertaken as part of this Feasibility Study. Please note on the indicative designs (Area 4 of 

5) in Appendix D the junction configuration for Cammo Gardens is yet to be developed and 

detailed consultation and design work would be undertaken to ensure that any proposals 

taken forward address local residents’ concerns and also work in conjunction with Barnton 

Junction proposals as they are also developed in more detail. 

To allowing us to understand the practicability of the Barnton Junction proposals, please 

provide a phasing plan for the traffic signals and a signal timing schedule, along with 

anticipated peak am and pm queue lengths at each approach and at additional stop lines 

within the junction. 

Overall modelling results including Mean Maximum Queuing (MMQ) is contained within 

Chapters 5 and 6 of the report. Should this project be taken forward into subsequent design 

stages, it would be the intention to undertake further detailed modelling of the scheme using 

the Council’s VISUM/VISSIM transport simulation models for the area and test the indicative 

designs identified in this initial study. Taking cognisance of the current stage of the project 

and the possible solutions to address the Cammo Gardens junction with Maybury Road, the 

preliminary phasing plans currently developed for the Barnton Junction proposals are highly 

likely to change and be developed further as the design develops. 

Data on the impacts of changed queuing and time delays at Barnton Junction on travel times 

and use of bus services on Whitehouse Road (41 service) and Queensferry Road (43; 

longer distance services)? It is vital that proposals to cater for relatively small numbers of 

cyclists do not result in longer journey times for the well-patronised bus services. 

Specific bus journey times have not been produced in the local modelling undertaken to 

inform this Feasibility Study. Should the project proceed to subsequent design stages, as 

noted above it would be the intention to undertake further detailed modelling of the scheme 

using the council’s VISUM/VISSIM transport simulation models that would include detailed 

analysis of the implications on public transport within the wider network. 

In the context of congestion on the Maybury Road approach to Barnton Junction being 

exacerbated by traffic queues on the Cramond-bound lane blocking traffic on the 

Queensferry-bound lane, please provide details of measures to minimise lane blocking by 

Cramond- or Queensferry-bound traffic on the Maybury Road approach to Barnton Junction? 

The CBCC’s Barnton Report proposed means of reducing this lane blocking. 

The Council is aware of the local issues related to the Barnton junction which would require 

to be examined in greater detail during subsequent design stages. Should this project be 

incorporated into the Active Travel Investment Programme we would look to consult with all 

relevant stakeholders to further develop feasible options to deliver safe and desirable active 

travel infrastructure for the local community while also aiming to address wider local 

transport issues in this area where appropriate. 

Queensferry Road is one of the most polluted roads in Scotland and both a care home and 

assisted-living complex lie adjacent to Barnton Junction, where we believe queuing will 

increase. Please provide summaries of assessments of air quality impacts of queuing at 



Barnton Junction and how the proposed changes comply with WHO standards and the 

Council’s and national policies on air quality? 

As discussed above and commensurate with the stage of the project, the static capacity and 

queuing space required beyond the junctions was not examined within the study, therefore 

no associated air quality assessments have been undertaken at this stage. If the project is 

taken forward into subsequent design stages, more detailed modelling would be undertaken 

to support and inform the design process and if this demonstrated a significant increase in 

queuing traffic in the wider network, air quality assessments of the network may have to be 

considered and incorporated into the scope of the project. 

 


