
28148 Siting of Bins at Goldenacre Terrace 

I would like to see the council documents, relating to the siting of a recycling centre at 

Goldenacre Terrace. 

This relates to the siting of 8 bins on the north side if Goldenacre Terrace as per the 

Planning reference number 03/02103/CEC. 

All of the recorded information held which is within scope of this part of your request is 

published on our Planning Portal and available through the following link: 

https://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/idoxpa-

web/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=documents&keyVal=HG2BWREWW1000 

However, this application only related to the four residual waste containers for the properties 

in Goldenacre Terrace. Around 2005/6 the requirement to apply for Planning Consent was 

removed, therefore recycling containers were rolled out across the city to allow people to 

recycle their waste and support the delivery of the national infrastructure for recycling. In and 

around 2005/6 under the Scottish Executives Strategic Waste Fund, Scottish Councils were 

set specific yearly targets to increase recycling as a nation. This resulted in all 32 Local 

Authorities starting the roll out of recycling services for both kerbside and tenemental 

properties. 

 

Additionally: 

 
I am seeking copies of the minutes of meetings where this application was discussed. 

The report to the Planning Committee is accessible through the link provided above, 
however specifically at: 

http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/idoxpa-
web/files/885922279BBA672F479A2F74246C1A86/pdf/03_02103_CEC-
SUB_COMMITTEE-105701.pdf 

However, as stated above, this only relates to residual containers. 

I am also seeking a copy of the council policy on siting bins. By this I mean, what are the 
criteria the council requires/uses to decide that a particular street is the most appropriate 
street to have communal and recycling bins. 

In general terms, houses have kerbside collections and flats have communal bins. There 
may be some exceptions, e.g. where the design of the flats lends itself to kerbside 
collections. This is not the case in Goldenacre Terrace. Our waste management policies are 
published on the Council’s Policy Register at: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/bins-recycling/waste-cleansing-
policies?documentId=12207&categoryId=20001 

This is done by a site-by-site assessment dependant on the number of properties in a street. 
The supporting statement in the Planning Application for the residual bins gives the 
background of the policy and the reasons for the siting at specific locations. This is based on 
a balance between what is required per property by waste stream. 
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http://citydev-portal.edinburgh.gov.uk/idoxpa-
web/files/3CFABCDF2CD24C34C7D3E1D4F1EEBB5A/pdf/03_02103_CEC-
SUPPORTING_STATEMENT-55168.pdf 

We are currently reviewing the communal on-street bin service and this has resulted in 
changes to the way we site bins going forward. The principles behind this were approved by 
the Transport and Environment Committee in February 2020, as per the following link: 

https://democracy.edinburgh.gov.uk/documents/s14507/Item%207.5%20-
%20Communal%20Bin%20Enhancement.pdf  

However, as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak, it is likely that the timeline for the delivery of 
some phases of this project will change. 

I would also like to know if any other street in Edinburgh has 8 bins placed on one side only. 

There are over 18,000 communal bins in Edinburgh and there are many streets which have 
more than eight bins on one side, e.g. a single section of Dalkeith Road has more than 
twenty bins on one side. Information on bin locations can be found on our website at: 

https://www.edinburgh.gov.uk/streetrecyclingandnonrecyclablebins 
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